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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This Office action is in response to Applicant's preliminary amendment filed June 06, 
2005. Claims 3-6 and 8-10 have been amended. New claims 11-19 have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8, 9, and 11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gill (US Patent No. 5,012,225). 

Claim 1 : 

Gill discloses a security device for preventing shoplifting consisting of a flexible flat 
substrate 1 comprising an inductor (4) and a capacitor (3) which form a resonant circuit, the 
plates of the capacitor being separated by a layer (5) of dielectric material at least one zone of 
which is designed to make it possible to establish a short-circuit between the plates for a 
deactivation of the device (fig. 1), characterized in that on one face at least of the substrate is 
provided a rigidified part 7 whose contour surrounds the zone or zones provided for deactivation 
(figs. 1 and 3). 
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Claim 2: 

Gill discloses placements on both sides of the resonant circuits are possible as desired. 
Col. 3 last paragraph to col. 4 first paragraph. 
Claim 3: 

As seen in fig.l, the rigidity of the rigidified part 7 is such that the repeated bending 
movements of the flexible substrate 1 are prevented or limited in the zone or zones 3 where the 
short-circuits have been, or will be, established. 

Claim 4: 

Inherently the rigidified part 7 is constituted by a region of the substrate 1 itself having 
undergone a rigidification treatment or having a specific composition endowing it with greater 
rigidity since it is formed of abrasive material. 

Claim 5: 

The rigidified part 7 is constituted by an add-on rigidification element fixed to the 
substrate 1. 

Claim 8: 

It appears that the rigidification element is constituted by a ring. Fig. 1 . 
Claim 9: 

The rigidification element 7 is constituted by a flat or domed rigid panel. 
Claim 11: 

The rejection of claim 11-19 recites the rejection of claim 3. 
Claims 12-13: 

The rejection of claims 12-13 recites the rejection of claim 4. 
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Claims 14-15: 

The rejection of claims 14-15 recites the rejection of claim 5. 
Claims 16-17: 

The rejection of claims 16-17 recites the rejection of claim 8. 
Claims 18-19: 

The rejection of claim 18-19 recites the rejection of claim 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR L56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a).\ 
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6. Claims 6, 7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gill 
(US Patent No. 5,012,225). 
Claims 6 and 7: 

It is not clear whether the rigidification element of the rigidified part 7 is made of resin, 
or of composite resin hardened when cold or under ultraviolet radiation. Nonetheless, a skilled 
artisan would provide an equivalent composite as claimed because it is supposed to be composed 
of substance hard enough to physically damage the circuit layer. See col. 2 second paragraph. 

Claim 10: 

The sticker in Gill has a square contour. However, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to use a contour of ovoid form with one end narrower than the other because 
such contour shape is popular and conventional in the art to conveniently match the shape of the 
shoes and to fit properly at the location where the sticker is mounted. The location of the 
capacitor lacks inventive step because it function would not thereby be modified, the sticker in 
Gill is insertable into the toe of the sole of the shoe, in front of the zone of natural creasing when • 
walking as seen in fig. 4. 

Conclusion 



7, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie Lieu whose telephone number is 571-272-2978. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MaxiFlex. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor; Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ' 




Julie Lieu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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